
Meeting Minutes

Town of Groton, Connecticut 45 Fort Hill Road

Groton, CT 06340-4394

Town Clerk (860)441-6640

Town Manager 

(860)441-6630

Town Council

Mayor Harry A. Watson, Councilors Peter J. Bartinik, Jr., Heather Sherman Bond, Catherine Kolnaski, 

Frank O'Beirne, Jr., Rita M. Schmidt, John F. Scott, Paulann H. Sheets, and James L. Streeter.

Tuesday, April 3, 2007 7:30 PM Town Hall Annex - Community Room 1

REGULAR MEETING

ROLL CALLI.

Mayor Watson called the meeting to order at 7:35 p.m.

Also present were Town Manager Mark Oefinger, Assistant to the Town Manager Lee Vincent, 

Town Clerk Barbara Tarbox, and Office Assistant Elga Concepcion.

Members Present: Mayor Watson, Councilor Bartinik, Jr., Councilor Bond, Councilor Kolnaski, Councilor 

Schmidt, Councilor Scott, Councilor Sheets and Councilor Streeter

Members Absent: Councilor O'Beirne, Jr.

SALUTE TO THE FLAGII.

The Salute to the Flag was led by Councilor Bond.

RECOGNITION, AWARDS & MEMORIALSIII.

2007-0058 Proclamation Recognizing Animal Control Appreciation Week

Read

Mayor Watson read the Proclamation which he presented to Animal Control Officers Donna Duso 

and Jenny Gill.

2007-0073 Proclamation Honoring Armand Morin

Read

Councilor Streeter read the Proclamation.

CITIZENS' PETITIONS, COMMENTS AND CONCERNSIV.

Anna Barber, 2906 Gold Star Highway, Mystic, a member of the Groton Animal Foundation 

(GAF), commended the animal control officers on their hard work.  She is opposed to the 

construction of a regional animal facility due to several hidden issues.  Ms. Barber read a story 

about a guide dog that assisted in saving the lives of many people in Tower I of the World Trade 

Center.  She noted that donations may be mailed to GAF at Post Office Box 7023, Groton, 

Connecticut 06340.

Kathleen Socha, 36 Center Street, Noank, a member of GAF, thanked Donna Duso and Jenny Gill 

for their dedication and hard work.  Groton has become a leader in community growth.  She asked 

the Council to consider the next phase in the development of a new animal shelter. 

Judy Currier, 18 Indian Avenue, Secretary of GAF, stated that a well-constructed and 

well-managed animal shelter "speaks volumes" for the character of a town.  She stated that local 

students are becoming involved in fund-raising activities as well as making direct contributions to 

GAF.  Ms. Currier thanked Animal Control Officers Donna Duso and Jenny Gill for their hard 

work.

Jane Cofone, 18 Indian Avenue, a member of GAF, reiterated that tee shirts are being sold at 

various pet supply stores to benefit the foundation.  They are receiving contributions from 

Page 1Town of Groton, Connecticut Printed on 5/15/2007



Meeting Minutes April 3, 2007Town Council

surrounding towns, as well as from Groton.  People are interested in volunteering their time and 

services to GAF.  Ms. Cofone is donating $4,000 and hopes that someone will be able to match 

this.  

Jack Sebastian, 4 East Shore Avenue, Groton Long Point, RTM member for District 8 and 

President of Mystic River Homes, thanked the Council and the Town Manager's office for their 

help in working toward getting a 100% tax abatement.  Many of these residents require subsidies 

from the federal government to meet their rent payments.  He anticipates that more funds will be 

needed for a new sprinkler system to be installed in a building which burned  several years ago.  

Mr. Sebastian supports a phase-in of property taxes. 

Wendy Eckholm, 165 Benham Road, thanked the Council for recognizing the hard work of the 

animal control officers.  She reminded the Council and the public of the discussion at the 

Committee of the Whole meeting on October 24, 2006 which included Councilor Wright's motion 

to move ahead with plans for a new animal shelter and her suggestions on funding.  GAF is 

committed to help raise money to reduce the expense of a new shelter.

John Sutherland, 32 Neptune Drive, thanked the Council for recognizing the fact that 

approximately 600 taxpayers signed a petition requesting a phase-in of property taxes.  He stated 

that Councilor Bond's proposal for a three year phase-in should be manageable.  Mr. Sutherland 

stated that the assumption that the phase-in will result in increases in motor vehicle and personal 

property taxes is incorrect. 

Dave Helmold, 10 Prospect Street, endorses a phase-in of property taxes.  He noted that taxes and 

insurance costs have increased.  Mr. Helmold supports a phase-in and feels that it would be 

greatly appreciated by the citizens.  He supports the building of a local and regional animal 

shelter.  It would be beneficial if Animal Control would include the services of a "pet mobile" 

which could travel to senior citizens.

Donna Morrissette, 166 Cedar Road, Mystic, stated that she signed the petition supporting a 

phase-in of property taxes and requests that the Council vote in favor of a three year phase-in.  

This will be beneficial to all property types and will be the relief that is needed while taxpayers 

wait for tax reform from the State.

Charlie Malaguti, 30 Wilbur Court, Noank, is expecting his property taxes to increase by 33%.  

He signed the petition in support of a phase-in and requested that the Council support a three year 

phase-in as proposed by Councilor Bond.

Ernest Dorazio, 40 Morgan Point, Noank, stated that waterfront property owners will experience 

a significant increase in property taxes, resulting in financial hardship.  Mr. Dorazio supports a 

phase-in and provided details of his personal situation with respect to his home's revaluation and 

increase in taxes.  A phase-in would give homeowners time to rearrange their finances and enable 

them to remain in their homes.

Harry Conolly, 174 Pearl Street, Noank, asked the Council to consider and support the phase-in 

of property taxes.  He discussed how he came to move to Noank and purchase his lot.  Mr. Conolly 

described how the recent revaluation has increased his tax burden and affected his budget.  Mr. 

Conolly believes that the Noank Shipyard's acreage is five times the size of his lot but will be taxed 

less.  The way in which commercial property is taxed compared to residential property is unfair.  

Mariellen French, 12 Little Gull Lane, Mystic, a member of GAF, stated that she is proud of the 

Animal Control Officers and has utilized their services on occasion.  She asked the Council to 

consider the new animal shelter and a phase-in of property taxes.  A phase-in would allow her to 

make adjustments and budget her income. 
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Lance Walker, 29 Prospect Street, urged the Council to reconsider the phase-in as it provides the 

greatest benefit to the largest number of citizens. 

Jim Carroll, 23 Prospect, supports the three year phase-in of property taxes.

Gretchen Chipperini, 87 Phoenix Drive, a commercial property owner, has experienced problems 

with vandalism and prostitution surrounding some of these properties along Route 12.  She stated 

that this region is declining and that she is having difficulty attracting investors.  Ms. Chipperini is 

disturbed that William Seely School is not well utilized and not included in the Town's tax base.  

She is upset that there are non-military residents living in Navy housing, without paying property 

taxes.

Mark DeBiasi, 85 Atlantic Avenue, supports a phase-in which will provide some benefit to over 

90% of taxpayers.  This process has been implemented successfully in other towns .

Peg Frase, 598 New London Road, Mystic, a former housing counselor for Human Services, 

stated that she utilized Groton Animal Control's services in certain circumstances such as 

evictions and foreclosures.  Over the past 27 years, Ms. Frase's family has adopted ten dogs from 

the Groton Animal Control Facility.

RESPONSES TO CITIZENS' PETITIONS, COMMENTS AND CONCERNSV.

Responding to comments regarding the phase-in of property taxes, Councilor Bond clarified that 

the three year phase-in is a new proposal. 

Responding to Ms. Chipperini's comments, Councilor Bond stated that the Council cannot do 

anything with a school property until it is handed over from the Board of Education.  William 

Seely School is utilized by the Parks and Recreation Department.

Responding to Ms. Chipperini's comments regarding Navy housing, the Town Manager confirmed 

that the Town has been dealing with Navy privatization issues for several years.  Currently these 

units are not taxable because the housing is federally owned.  The Town receives Federal Impact 

Aid for Navy dependent children that attend the Town's schools.  For business reasons, civilians 

have been allowed to move into these units.  Mr. Oefinger expects to receive an update from the 

Town Attorney in a few weeks.  

Responding to Ms. Chipperini's comments regarding the William Seely School, Councilor 

Kolnaski stated that the Parks and Recreation Department is utilizing the school for many 

programs.  She feels that if this school was not utilized, it would cost more for the Town to rent a 

location.

Responding to Ms. Chipperini's comments regarding the William Seely School, Councilor Sheets 

stated that we should be looking closely at the use of properties which are potentially at the 

Town's disposal.  It does not make sense to partially utilize this school when it could be part of the 

tax base.  She asked the Town Manager to speak with Chief Kelly Fogg regarding any complaints 

reported along Route 12.

Responding to comments regarding the phase-in, Councilor Sheets feels that the Council's prior 

consideration of this issue was based on an inadequate record; materials were presented to the 

Council minutes before deliberation and the Town staff's heart was not in it.  

Responding to comments regarding the building of a new animal shelter, Councilor Sheets stated 

that she cannot support spending $1.2 million on building a new animal shelter.  A limit of 

approximately $500,000 for a local facility is more appropriate.  
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Responding to Councilor Bartinik, the Mayor and Town Manager confirmed that there has not 

been any formal discussion on the State's proposal of a 3% cap on personal property taxes.

Responding to Ms. Chipperini's comments regarding the William Seely School, the Mayor stated 

that the school is not in decay.  A large amount of money has been spent on asbestos abatement 

and there are active Parks and Recreation programs occurring at this location.  The Board of 

Education (BOE) is also using some of the rooms for storage.

CONSENT CALENDARVI.

a.  Approval of Minutes

2007-0080 Approval of Minutes (Town Council)

RESOLUTION ACCEPTING TOWN COUNCIL MINUTES

RESOLVED, that the minutes of the Town Council meeting of March 20, 2007 are hereby 

accepted and approved.

This Matter was Adopted on the Consent Calendar.

b.  Deletions from the Town Council Referral List

2006-0316 Mystic River Homes Tax Abatement

This Matter was Deleted from Referral List - Action to be taken on the Consent Calendar.

2007-0020 Poquonnock Plains Park - Relay for Life Fundraiser Walk

This Matter was Deleted from Referral List - No further action on the Consent Calendar.

2007-0057 Bank of America Grant - Tercentennial Legacy Playground

This Matter was Deleted from Referral List - Action to be taken on the Consent Calendar.

2007-0067 Department of Education Youth and Family Services Funding

This Matter was Deleted from Referral List - Action to be taken on the Consent Calendar.

2007-0068 Summer Food Service Program (2007)

This Matter was Deleted from Referral List - Action to be taken on the Consent Calendar.

2007-0069 Department of Transportation Elderly and Disabled Transportation Grant

This Matter was Deleted from Referral List - Action to be taken on the Consent Calendar.

2007-0071 Tercentennial Legacy Playground Fundraiser - Spring Fling

This Matter was Deleted from Referral List - Action to be taken on the Consent Calendar.

2007-0079 Flanders Road Utilities Extension Committee Membership Modification

This Matter was Deleted from Referral List - Action to be taken on the Consent Calendar.

2007-0025 Land Use Leadership Alliance Sponsorship

This Matter was Deleted from Referral List - Action to be taken on the Consent Calendar.

2007-0077 Adoption of Mystic River Homes Tax Abatement Ordinance

This Matter was Deleted from Referral List - Action to be taken on the Consent Calendar.

2007-0078 School Design Committee (Phase II) Membership Modification

This Matter was Deleted from Referral List - Action to be taken on the Consent Calendar.

c.  Special Trust Fund Contributions

2007-0070 Special Trust Fund Contributions

RESOLUTION ACCEPTING CONTRIBUTIONS TO SPECIAL TRUST FUNDS

RESOLVED, that the Town Council hereby accepts contributions to the Town as follows:

Brandi Romero - $2.00 - Parks and Recreation Revolving
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Anni Lis Burbank - $25.00 - Parks and Recreation Revolving

Yvonne Sinclair - $10.00 - Parks and Recreation Revolving

Lisa Hylton - $10.00 - Parks and Recreation Revolving

Thomas Skrmetti - $100.00 - Parks and Recreation Revolving

Andrew Merckel - $25.00 - Parks and Recreation Revolving

Linda Chamrad - $25.00 - Parks and Recreation Revolving

Lisa Utt - $2.00 - Parks and Recreation Revolving

Johanna Antonelli - $10.00 - Parks and Recreation Revolving

Pfizer United Way Campaign - $221.00 - Parks and Recreation Revolving

This Matter was Adopted on the Consent Calendar.

Passed The Consent Calendar

A motion was made by Councilor Scott, seconded by Councilor Bartinik, Jr., to adopt the Consent 

Calendar, including all the preceding items marked as having been adopted on the Consent Calendar.

The motion carried  unanimously

COMMUNICATION REPORTS (Other than Committee Reports)VII.

a.  Town Councilors

The majority of Councilors received emails concerning the phase-in of property taxes, requests for 

the BOE to delay the opening of the new schools for one more year, and the redistricting of 

schools.

Councilor Kolnaski stated that there was not a meeting of the Town Council/Board of 

Education/RTM Liaison Committee due to lack of a quorum.  She attended the retirement 

celebration for Kathy MacDonald of Youth and Family Services.

Councilor Bond emphasized that the Town Manager is awaiting information from the State's 

Building Official regarding issues with the windows for the school building projects.

Councilor Sheets received calls from concerned citizens wanting her opinion on Governor Jodi 

Rell's proposal of a 3% cap on property taxes.  She would like to organize an evening in which the 

winners of the Science Olympiad (Cutler Middle School students) are recognized.

Councilor Schmidt received calls supporting the BOE's budget.  She received communications 

regarding the flooding of Poquonnock Plains Park.

Councilor Scott received emails regarding the budget.

Councilor Streeter received many emails regarding Councilor Bond's proposal for a three year 

phase-in but he is not familiar with the proposal.  He suggested that Town staff be prepared to 

evaluate and possibly make recommendations on this item.

Mayor Watson attended a COG meeting on March 21.  He met with Mr. Oefinger and a resident 

who has an issue with an excavation behind his house.  This issue has been forwarded to the 

Building Inspector.  The Mayor attended the open-house at Ledge Light Health District to meet its 

new Director, Baker Salsbury.  He participated in budget deliberations with the Town Council on 

March 31 and April 2.  The Mayor and Town Manager attended a lunch at the Subase to discuss 

issues concerning military families on March 29.  Mayor Watson attended the School Readiness 

Council and the public information meeting for the Legacy Playground on March 29.  He attended 

a reception for transferring Pfizer employees on March 30.

b.  Representative Town Meeting

The next RTM meeting will be on April 11.  Town Clerk Barbara Tarbox stated that she requested 

a referral for the Council to set the annual RTM budget meeting date of May 2.  Responding to 

Mayor Watson, the Town Clerk confirmed that it would be possible to suspend the rules to vote on 
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the resolution to set this budget meeting date.  She informed the Council that former Councilor 

Natalie Billing has been elected as the new RTM Moderator.

c.  Clerk of the Council

Town Clerk Tarbox received another page of the petition supporting the phase-in of property 

taxes.  The Town Clerk's office received another application for the Charter Revision Commission 

which totals five applicants to date.  Ms. Tarbox attended the Freedom of Information Conference 

which included discussions about emails between members of boards. She stated that any 

discussion between board members is considered to be a meeting.  Responding to Councilor 

Sheets, the Town Clerk verified that there was no discussion regarding Councilors having a Town 

email address.  She noted that an annual attendee of the conference, Nelson Brown, was the first 

RTM Moderator back in 1957.  The Town Clerk reminded viewers that May 10 is the 50th 

anniversary of the Town Charter.

d.  Town Manager

The Town Manager reminded viewers that there will be budget discussions on April 4.  The 

Manager noted that Town offices will be closed on April 6 in observance of Good Friday.  Mr. 

Oefinger reported that the modification request on the school windows was forwarded to the State 

Building Official last week.  Due to the budget review meetings scheduled for April 9 and April 10, 

next week's Group I and Group II meetings are cancelled.  This week's Town Council packets will 

include a copy of Councilor Bond's memo regarding the three year phase-in proposal.  He 

discussed the flooding problems at the intersection of Route 117 and Route 1.

e.  Town Attorney

No report.

COMMITTEE REPORTSVIII.

a.  Community & Cultural Development - Chairman O'Beirne

No meeting; no report.

b.  Economic Development - Chairman Bond

No meeting; no report.

c.  Education/Health & Social Services - Chairman Kolnaski

No meeting; no report.

d.  Environment & Recreation - Chairman Sheets

No meeting; no report.

e.  Finance - Chairman Schmidt

No meeting; no report.

f.   Personnel/Appointments/Rules - Chairman Scott

No meeting; no report.

g.  Public Safety - Chairman Streeter

No meeting; no report.

h.  Public Works - Chairman Bartinik

No meeting; no report.

i.   Committee of the Whole - Mayor Watson

There was a Committee of the Whole meeting on March 27 and the items on tonight's agenda are 

a result of that meeting.

UNFINISHED BUSINESSIX.

None.
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NEW BUSINESSX.

2007-0025 Land Use Leadership Alliance Sponsorship

RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF THE LAND USE LEADERSHIP ALLIANCE TRAINING 

PROGRAM

WHEREAS, comprehensive planning, land use regulation and the review and approval of land 

development proposals are among the most important functions of local governments in the State 

of Connecticut; and

WHEREAS, members of local administrative boards and commissions such as the planning 

commission, zoning commission, inland wetlands agency, zoning board of appeals, and 

conservation commissions consider and dispose of many important applications for permits, 

variances and interpretations of local land use regulations; and

WHEREAS, local legislative bodies are authorized to use their delegated authority under state law 

to adopt a wide variety of land use regulations, controls and incentives to provide for the balanced 

and harmonious development of the community; and

WHEREAS, land owners, developers, and leaders of local civic organizations are regularly 

involved in testifying regarding matters pending before these legislative and administrative bodies; 

and

WHEREAS, knowledge of the authority of local governments regarding land use control and 

responsible decision-making regarding these matters is important to the quality of life and future 

success of the communities; and

WHEREAS, the Connecticut Land Use Leadership Alliance has established an exemplary program 

of training and support for local officials, private sector representatives and civic leaders in land 

use decision-making, now therefore be it

RESOLVED, by the Town Council of the Town of Groton

THAT it supports the continuation and expansion of the Connecticut Land Use Leadership 

Alliance ("LULA") Training Program,  

THAT it offers its official sponsorship of the training sessions conducted under by LULA, and 

THAT it encourages other cities, towns and boroughs in Connecticut to offer their support and 

sponsorship of these land use training programs and to nominate local leaders for participation in 

these programs.

A motion was made by Mayor Watson, seconded by Councilor Sheets, that this matter be Adopted.

The motion carried unanimously

2007-0057 Bank of America Grant - Tercentennial Legacy Playground

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A GRANT APPLICATION FOR THE TERCENTENNIAL 

LEGACY PLAYGROUND

WHEREAS, the Groton Town Council has agreed by resolution to pursue grants and other 

contributions, in cooperation with the Groton Parks Foundation, that will support the construction 

of a Tercentennial Legacy Playground (TLP) that will be accessible to all children, regardless of 

cognitive or physical limitations, now therefore be it 

RESOLVED, that the Town Manager is authorized to apply for a grant of $5,000 from the Bank of 

America.
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A motion was made by Councilor Streeter, seconded by Councilor Scott, that this matter be Adopted.

The motion carried unanimously

2007-0067 Department of Education Youth and Family Services Funding

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE TOWN MANAGER TO APPLY TO THE STATE OF 

CONNECTICUT DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION FOR FYE 2008 YOUTH AND FAMILY 

SERVICES FUNDING

WHEREAS, continued short-term counseling, crisis intervention, group work and programs are 

needed for Groton youth and families, and

WHEREAS, funding is available from the State of Connecticut Department of Education to 

supplant a portion of the salaries of Groton Youth and Family Services Counselors who provide 

intervention and prevention services for at-risk Groton youth, therefore be it 

RESOLVED, that the Town Manager, Mark R. Oefinger, is authorized to file an application with 

the State of Connecticut Department of Education (DOE) for FYE 08 youth services funding in an 

amount to be determined by the DOE and amend contractual agreements for such funding to ensure 

continuation of short-term counseling, crisis intervention, support programs and group work with 

Groton youth and families.

A motion was made by Councilor Scott, seconded by Councilor Kolnaski, that this matter be Adopted.

The motion carried unanimously

2007-0068 Summer Food Service Program (2007)

RESOLUTION TO ESTABLISH A 2007 SUMMER FOOD SERVICE PROGRAM FOR 

CHILDREN IN GROTON

WHEREAS, the U.S. Department of Agriculture provides funding through the Connecticut State 

Department of Education, Child Nutrition Programs, for a Summer Food Service Program for 

Children, and

WHEREAS, the Summer Food Service Program for Children promotes and provides good 

nutrition during the summer months when at-risk, low-income children are not receiving the 

benefits of the Federal School Breakfast/Lunch Programs through their schools, and

WHEREAS, the Town of Groton's Human Services Department has expressed the desire and 

demonstrated the ability to provide the required administration of Groton's Summer Food Service 

Program for Children, therefore be it 

RESOLVED, that the Town Manager, Mark R. Oefinger, is authorized to enter into an agreement 

with the Connecticut State Department of Education for the purpose of establishing and operating a 

Summer Food Service Program for Children within the Town of Groton during the months of June, 

July and August 2007 and to sign claims for reimbursement, and be it

FURTHER RESOLVED, that in the absence or incapacity of the first designated individual (Town 

Manager Oefinger), the Town Finance Director, Salvatore M. Pandolfo, is designated to sign 

claims for reimbursement.

A motion was made by Councilor Schmidt, seconded by Councilor Scott, that this matter be Adopted.

The motion carried unanimously

2007-0069 Department of Transportation Elderly and Disabled Transportation Grant

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A GRANT FOR THE TRANSPORTATION OF THE 

ELDERLY AND DISABLED

RESOLVED, that the Town Council authorizes Mark R. Oefinger, Town Manager, to negotiate 
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and execute all necessary application and agreement/contract documents on behalf of the Town of 

Groton with the Department of Transportation of the State of Connecticut for the Elderly and 

Disabled Demand Responsive Transportation Expanded Program, and to affix the corporate seal.

A motion was made by Councilor Sheets, seconded by Councilor Schmidt, that this matter be Adopted.

The motion carried unanimously

2007-0071 Tercentennial Legacy Playground Fundraiser - Spring Fling

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE TOWN MANAGER TO SIGN COMMITMENT TO 

MYSTIC MARRIOTT ON BEHALF OF THE TERCENTENNIAL COMMITTEE

WHEREAS, the Tercentennial Committee is recommending that the Town hold a community 

ball/banquet on April 21, 2007 as a benefit function for the Tercentennial Legacy Playground, and

WHEREAS, the Committee has selected the Mystic Marriott as the event location, and

WHEREAS, the Mystic Marriott requires a Catering Sales Agreement for the event, now therefore 

be it

RESOLVED, that Mark R. Oefinger, Town Manager, is hereby authorized to sign the Catering 

Sales Agreement for April 21, 2007 in an amount not to exceed $8,500, and to make such advance 

deposit payments as may be required.

A motion was made by Councilor Bond, seconded by Councilor Bartinik, Jr., that this matter be 

Adopted.

The motion carried unanimously

2007-0077 Adoption of Mystic River Homes Tax Abatement Ordinance

ADOPTION OF AN ORDINANCE PROVIDING FOR AN ENHANCED TAX ABATEMENT 

ON FORTY-SIX HOUSING UNITS OWNED BY MYSTIC RIVER HOMES, INC. AND USED 

SOLELY FOR RENTAL TO LOW OR MODERATE-INCOME PERSONS OR FAMILIES

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE TOWN COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF GROTON:

That pursuant to Section 8-215 of the Connecticut General Statutes, the Town Manager is 

authorized to enter into an agreement with Mystic River Homes, Inc., a non-profit corporation 

organized and existing under the laws of the State of Connecticut with a principal place of business 

in the Town of Groton, County of New London, State of Connecticut, for a full abatement of taxes 

on the land and buildings located in the village of Noank, Town of Groton, Connecticut that 

comprise the forty-six units of housing used solely for rental to low or moderate-income persons or 

families which were constructed in or around 1978 (the "Housing Units").  The Housing Units to 

which this Ordinance applies have been given an abatement in the amount of 80% pursuant to 

Town of Groton Ordinance No. 107 and the "Tax Abatement Agreement" between the Town of 

Groton and Mystic River Homes, Inc. authorized by resolution of the Town Council on June 3, 

1974.  It is the purpose of this Ordinance to increase the abatement to be applied to said Housing 

Units from 80% to 100%.  This Ordinance shall supersede the provisions of Ordinance No. 107 

specifically applicable to said Housing Units.  The remaining provisions of Ordinance No. 107 

shall remain in full force and effect.  The 80% abatement applicable to said Housing Units shall 

continue until the execution of the agreement authorized by this Ordinance.  In no event shall the 

term of said agreement be longer than the term of the existing agreement.  This Ordinance shall 

become effective 44 days after publication of notice of passage.

Refer to RTM.

A motion was made that this matter be Adopted and Referred to the Representative Town Meeting.

The motion carried by the following vote:
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Votes: In Favor: 8 - Mayor Watson, Councilor Bartinik, Jr., Councilor Bond, Councilor Kolnaski, Councilor 

Schmidt, Councilor Scott, Councilor Sheets and Councilor Streeter

2007-0078 School Design Committee (Phase II) Membership Modification

RESOLUTION AMENDING RESOLUTION NUMBER 2006-0293 TO RE-ESTABLISH A 

SCHOOL DESIGN COMMITTEE

WHEREAS, the Town Council, in legislative file number 2006-0293, resolved to re-establish a 

School Design Committee, and

WHEREAS, that resolution provided that (in addition to various other members) one member 

should be appointed from the Permanent School Building Committee and two members should be 

appointed from the public, and

WHEREAS, the Town Council now deems it desirable to have two members from the Permanent 

School Building Committee as well as two public members, 

WHEREAS, it would be appropriate to have a Town Councilor, Catherine Kolnaski, to serve as the 

Council's third representative to the School Design Committee, now therefore be it 

RESOLVED, that Resolution Number 2006-0293 be amended herewith to provide that two 

members of the School Design Committee may be appointed by the Mayor from among members 

of the Permanent School Building Committee, while other allocations to the School Design 

Committee shall remain as previously authorized.

A motion was made by Councilor Bartinik, Jr., seconded by Councilor Scott, that this matter be 

Adopted.

MOTION TO AMEND

A motion to amend the Resolution to appoint Councilor Kolnaski to the School Design Committee 

was made by Mayor Watson, seconded by Councilor Sheets. 

VOTE ON THE MOTION TO AMEND

The motion to amend carried unanimously.

VOTE ON THE RESOLUTION AS AMENDED:

The motion carried unanimously

2007-0079 Flanders Road Utilities Extension Committee Membership Modification

RESOLUTION AMENDING RESOLUTION NUMBER 2006-0301, ESTABLISHING A 

COMMITTEE TO REPORT ON PROVIDING UTILITIES TO THE FLANDERS ROAD 

INDUSTRIAL AREA

WHEREAS, the Town Council, in legislative file number 2006-0301, resolved to establish a 

Committee to Report on Providing Utilities to the Flanders Road Industrial Area, and

WHEREAS, the Town Council now finds it desirable to provide for the appointment of a resident 

on an at-large basis as well as two residents of the affected area, now therefore be it

RESOLVED, that Resolution Number 2006-0301 be amended herewith to provide that one 

resident of the Town, in addition to two residents of the affected area, may be appointed by the 

Mayor to the Committee to Report on Providing Utilities to the Flanders Road Industrial Area.

A motion was made by Councilor Kolnaski, seconded by Councilor Scott, that this matter be Adopted.

The motion carried unanimously

SUSPENSION OF THE RULES

A Motion to Suspend the Rules to set the RTM budget hearing date pursuant to Section 8.4.3 of the 
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Groton Town Charter was made by Councilor Bond, seconded by Councilor Scott.  The motion 

passed unanimously.

2007-0075 Annual RTM Budget Meeting

RESOLUTION SETTING RTM BUDGET MEETING DATE ON THE 2007-2008 ANNUAL 

TOWN BUDGET

WHEREAS, Section 8.4.3 of the Groton Town Charter requires that the Town Council determine 

the date for the annual budget meeting of the Representative Town Meeting, now therefore be it

RESOLVED, that the Annual Budget Meeting of the Representative Town Meeting will be held on 

Wednesday, May 2, 2007 at 7:30 p.m.

at the Groton Senior Center, Newtown Road (Route #117), Groton, Connecticut.

A motion was made by Councilor Bond, seconded by Councilor Scott, that this matter be Adopted.

This referral was made at the request of the Town Clerk.

The motion carried unanimously

OTHER BUSINESSXI.

None.

ADJOURNMENTXII.

A motion to adjourn at 9:20 p.m. was made by Councilor Kolnaski, seconded by Councilor Scott 

and so voted unanimously.  

Attest:

Barbara Tarbox, Town Clerk

Elga Concepcion

Office Assistant
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